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For nearly three centuries the dominant fact in American life has
been expansion. With the seulement of the Pacific coast and the oo
cupation of the free lands, this movement has ¢come toa check. That
these energies of expansion will no longer operate would be a rash
predicton: ..
Frederick Jackson Turner, “The Problem of the West” Atlantic
Monthly {1896)!

Where lies the twentieth-century American West? The
question goes beyond simple geography to historical sensibil-
ity. Take the case of oil extraction in the Amazon region of
Ecuador since the 1960s. The similarities between petroleum
development there and contemporaneous activities in Alaska,
America’s "last frontier,” underscore the profound connections
between western development and the role of the United
States in international capitalist expansion. Many of the
processes, people, and institutions that actively shaped the
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