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As industry and governments have pursued oil and gas far into
tropical rainforests and into arctic and sub-arctic regions, hydrocarbon
development has revealed its tremendous power to shape regions
distant from national economic and population centers. In 1967,
Texaco discovered substantial oil reserves in the eastern rainforests of
Ecuador: in 1972, the Mexican state petroleum company located a
massive oil field in the southeast of the country; during those same
years, oil and natural gas were found in Prudhoe Bay, Alaska and
across the border in Canada’s Northwest Territories. Ecuador, Mexico,
the United States, and Canada—in all four of these countries,
government and industry planners have viewed their hinterlands as
distant resource frontiers. Yet because a variety of indigenous peoples
have seen these areas not as economic frontiers but as their centuries-
old homes, since the late 1960s oil and gas development has sparked
intense controversy in each region. Sometimes local protest clashed
with government determination, as in 1976 when 7,000 Mexican
farmers, many of them Chontales Indians, blocked access roads to oil
installations and took over compressor and separation stations before
being violently removed by the Mexican Army.}






